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Letter from the president

I'm real happy to announce that after a long and diligent search, we have a
new Treasurer. Linda Waters did an excellent job, but found herself spread out a
bit too thin and unable to devote the time and attention that we require. John
Hoffman has stepped up to fill the position. We know he's very smart as he has the
good sense to be married to our own Susan Hoffman. Thank you and welcome
aboard Johnl

March 21 is the 11th annual Pioneer Day. Set up by the Historical Society, this
event celebrates those tough individuals who settled this part of Florida. Like so
many of today's Floridians, they came from other places and in spite of not having
AC, stayed. You have to give them credit. The Historical Society does a great job of
demonstrating what life was like back then and its an event worth going to. We'll
have a booth and I'm hoping Karen Smoke displays her quilts, they are really
awesome works of art. Bring your work and show it off, if you intend to sell,
donate something to DCHS, or pay $25 booth fee.

We're looking at our annual events and trying to come up with ways to make
them better. If you have any thoughts, let us know. We need to streamline, make it
easier to enter and attend. And something to really spark them up. Can't just rest
on our laurels, got to improve. I'm thinking a Chippendale’s show.

Always know that everyone is welcome at our Board Meetings. It's almost
always the 1st Thursday of the month, 5:30 at the Arcadian office. (Call to verify
time and date-863-703-0373.) That's when we do the official stuff and make
decisions. If you'd like to help with that kind of thing, you can be a Board Member.
We really could use some help. Someone to run an aspect of an activity and
handle the details involved would be soooo wonderful. So if you've ever thought
to yourself "This would be so much better if....." jump on in and make it so!

DAHC's main premise is to encourage art and the artists of Desoto. It's a good
goal and worth working for.

Check through this excellent newsletter, find the things that interest you, and
get into them. Action trumps stagnation!

Jane Hilton

Meeting reminders

DAHC Art Walk at Field Trip to MOFAC

DeSoto County Historical Society’s
11th Annual

PIONEER DAY

Thursday, March 26

Meet at the Arcadian office at 9:30 a.m.
Carpool to Avon Park

Early lunch at Jacaranda Hotel
1 p.m. — “Elgin Jumper’s Theatre Studio
Experience”
View Seminole exhibits at MOFAC

Saturday, March 21
9 a.m.—3 p.m.
Veteran’'s Park—Hwy 70 W

Booth space available—contact
bebebradbury@gmail.com

(more on pg. 3)

(Program and exhibits are free, lunch
cost + tip is about $12.)

(more on pg 9
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Artist of the month at

DeSoto Memorial Hospital
by Jane Hilton

The current Artist of the Month at DeSoto Memorial Hospital is DAHC Vice
President and Arcadian Editor Susan E. Hoffman.

The Pound Pets Project
by Susan E Hoffman

Many adoptable pets in shelters go without homes because people don't know
how adorable, funny or special these pets can be. The photos taken in shelters
tend to show scared puppies or kittens, trying to hide in the corner of a cage,
afraid of everyone. The animals look pathetic, frightened and unappealing. Who
would want to take one of them into their homes and hearts?

To increase the chance that some of these animals would be adopted, | started
what | call the Pound Pets Project. As editor of 7he Arcadian, | have an available
showecase for these dogs and cats that | knew would be loved if only someone
would give them a chance.

Working with Debbie Merkin of DeSoto County's Animal Services, | offered to take
more attractive photos of some of their available pets. | have collected a variety of
blankets and props, from Santa Hats to bunny ears, to make them look cute or
funny or adorable, whatever | could do to attract a potential new owner. Debbie
and her crew have been very accommodating in helping me pose the animals.

Sometimes it's a real challenge — it is not easy to get a kitten to hold still for the
few seconds it takes to snap a nice photo. Some of them are so happy to be out of
their cage for a few minutes, or want to be hugged, and they simply will not hold
still. The trick is to try to catch them being cute or inquisitive or eager. My goal is
to give them a fair chance for a permanent home.

These photos are a few of the many I've taken over the years, as well as some |
used in a series of stories about the sad plight of many shelter pets. I've been
doing this a few years now, and I'm happy to say
most of the pets I've made photos of have found
new homes.

In fact, one of them even came home with me.

Top left—lvy’s “pound picture”

Right—lvy today
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Coming events

DeSoto County Historical Society’s Pioneer Day is a popular
community event. DAHC will have a booth and racks—f you can help out please
bring 2 or 3 pieces of art to display. Authors or artists who wish to sell
merchandise are requested to donate something of approximately $25 value to
the Historical Society that may be used as a raffle item or door prize or pay $25
booth fee. Please see the participant letter and application on their website—
www.historicdesoto.org, or email desotoartscouncilinfo@gmail.com for pdf’s of

both.

The DeSoto County Historical Society with osar
presents the ’Z,'é-a i

11 th ﬁﬂﬂual (in Roner of the Intemnational Ocean Telegragh @em@ary)

Pioneer Day

and BBQ Rib Cookoff!

9 a.m. fo 3 p.m.
March 21, 2015

Veterans Park

on State Road 70, just wesf of Arcadia

« Teams of Firefighters and Emergency Service
Personnel will compete to prepare the most tasty,
sweet and tangy, bodacious barbecued ribs . . .

« Plus Traditional Florida Foods: swamp cabbage,
“gator bites,” strawberry shortcake, and more

« Arcadia Albritton Coker Bake Sale with home-
made desserts and candy to honor the legendary
story of how the City of Arcadia was named

« Demonstrations of Old-Time Skills and Crafts

- Florida Authors and Artists

- Entertainment, Historic Characters, Whip
Crackers, Civil War Weapons Demonstrations

« Vintage Cars and Antique Engines

« Free “Discover History” Children’s Area with
Hands-on Activities, Fossil Dig, Animals

« FREE PARKING! FREE Admission for
children 12 vears and younger

« $2 for adults
James Mitchell “Acrefoot” Johnson (1850-1922) Replica tage
At nearly seven feet tall and weighing 250 Ibs., he was called e of a Vi
“Acrefoot” either because he wore size 14 shoes or because of Morse Telegraph Field Office
the 130-mile round trip that he walked to deliver the mail The Morse Telegraph Club Florida Chapter
from Fort Ogden to Fort Meade. will demonstrate the telegraph plus Civil War

era “wire tapping” with information about the
Conftact Bebe Bradbury at 863-494-6607 International Ocean Telegraph Company that
or www.hisforicdesoto.org. |  Tamfiwough present-day DeSoto County.
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Art of the River

Rio de Ia Paz Festival

Art of the River and Rio de la Paz Festival are over for another
year. A great crowd enjoyed the art, entertainment and food
during the reception on Friday evening. Saturday’s weather was
perfect for the festival, and the college’s activities for all ages
helped bring out a number of families.

Thank you
to all who
helped make
it happen!

Thank you Peace
River Quilter’s
Guild ladies for
bringing quilts to
display, and for
donating a quilt
for our Scholarship
Fund Raffle—
drawing March 21
at PIONEER DAY.

Rita Hamrick and Julee Rights are
two new members who joined at
the reception.

Rita Youngman won several of the
gift baskets in the Scholarship Fund
Raffle.
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Youth Art Contest

Several of the children who participated in the Youth Art Contest came out and Art of the River
saw their work on display. All entrants received a certificate, plus a
people’s choice ribbon was given to one student from each participating
school. Two lucky students from each school each received a $25 gift
card from Walmart by random drawing.

Thank you teachers Charlotte Bishop, Nicole English and Stephanie
Heuer for encouraging your students to participate!

Thank you DeSoto Automall for sponsoring the awards for the youth
contest.

DESUTO
e ey .

olﬁ;
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On the arts scene

Member News It's time to BRAG!
Help us share your
accomplishments, recognitions,
artwork and/or news items with
other members. If you've entered a
show, gotten an award, or have
something to share—please send
an e-mail to
desotoartscouncilinfo@gmail.com
or call Jane at 494-0630. Deadline
is the 28th of the prior month for
each newsletter.

CREATE YOUR OWN ARTIST PAGE!

At our April 15 member meeting (Location Magnolia Seafood) we will do
a workshop on creating your own artist/author page for posting on the
DAHC website.

It's one of the
perks of
membership...but
YOU have to do
it!

Create your artist bio
Link to your personal website
Display samples of your work

Provide a way for patrons to contact you

GUY LABREE MEMORAIL SHOW AND GATHERING

Family and friends of Guy LaBree came from all corners of the
state to celebrate his life with songs, stories and tributes,

including Curtis Schaper, Jordan Cherkinsky, Mac Martin, and
Frank Julian (above, | to r), Frank Thomas (left), Daniel Seinfeld,
representing the Florida Dept. of State (right) and the Nocatee
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Financial report

PERIOD COVERED:

11/01/2014-1

1/30/2014

DESCRIPTION

INCOME

EXPENSES

BALANCE

BANK BALANCE - 10/31/2014
COUNCIL

INCOME

FL License Plates
Calendar
Membership

Art o/t River Sponsor
Plen Aire Sponsor
Plein Aire Fees

Plein Aire Purchases
Misc (PayPal transfer)

EXPENSES

Insurance

Printing

Desoto Chamber of Commerce
ART of the RIVER 2014
Art o/t River Printing
PLEIN AIRE 2014

Plein Aire Awards
Plein Aire Printing
Plein Aire Supplies
TOTALS

Checks outstanding

40.00
590.00
70.00
1,980.00
500.00
320.00
200.00
1,400.00

$ 5,100.00

$ 50.00
$ 9380
$ 80.00

$ 3550

$ 600.00
$ 2435
$ 109.57
$ 993.22

$11,968.57

$11,660.97

$16,311.00

§ 235.65

$16,075.35

PERIOD COVERED:
DESCRIPTION

12/01/2014-1
INCOME

2/31/2014
EXPENSES

BANK BALANCE - 11/30/2014
COUNCIL

INCOME

FL License Plates
ArtFest Income
Membership
Scholarship

APO Income

APO Purchase
Calendars
EXPENSES
Insurance

Plein Aire Printing
Plein Aire Sales
Chamber of Commerce
Bank Fee

TOTALS

Checks outstanding

$ 20.00
$ 3,520.00
$ 210.00

“

705.00
200.00
S  264.00

i

$ 4,919.00

50.00
105.65
747.00

40.00

12.50

L% B Vo R VO T 2 I Vo

$§ 955.15

§ 307.60

BALANCE
$16,311.00

$20,285.85

$19,978.25

Board meeting summaries

January 5, 2015—Jane O’'Neal approved as
new board member. Paint-Out assessment
survey reviewed, we will add honorable
mention and merit awards for 2015, “quick
draw” activity for late afternoon. Annual
Art Show is hung. Approved $25 each for
the 3 honorable mentions, Dianne
Mannion will judge Thursday. Approved
donation of $500 to SFSC Foundation.
Mark Renz will be the photo judge. We will
do a one sheet insert in the Arcadian.

February 5, 2015—Linda requested we
replace her as treasurer, John Hoffman
approved as treasurer. Susan has
completed TDC application. Mac will hold
memorial for Guy LaBree on Sat, Feb 21,
DAHC will sell hot dogs, chips & drinks
from 11-2. RIO last minute details
discussed, DAHC and student volunteers
will be here all day tomorrow. Susan will
purchase $200 in $25 gift cards for Youth
Art Contest awards.

March 5, 2015—New treasurer-John
Hoffman is cleared to do online banking.
2014 | & E contains some discrepancies,
John will redo. Membership report—roster
update not complete, we gained quite a
few new members. Pioneer Day, March
21—we will again have a large artist &
author area. April 15 meeting, Jane will set
up with Magnolia Seafood. RIO—goals and
ideas for 2016 discussed, planning
workshop will be held over the summer.
Susan will update website with new event
dates. Guy LaBree award—artists would
apply for, would encompass all their work;
we will look at other orgs’ structure for
such an award. Cowboy sculpture donors
would like it to be placed within the year.
Possible sites suggested, we will look into
funding. 2015 Goals—each board member
is to pick what areas they can help with.
Leadership DeSoto Arts and Culture Day—
Wed, March 11, we will invite group to the
library to participate in Art 4 Children,
Karen will do a PowerPoint.
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Our community & beyond--

news and resources| | Punta Gorda Ga"ery Walk

for artists and more

Thursday, March 19 Contact.

510 8 p.m. DEDO
From Dedo: “We would like to have all 941:626-7082
kinds of artists and performers. We have FB John Dedo Cristina
some tables for artists who need them. So www.dedo-
far we have 1 designer, 2 models, Hoola cristina.artistwebsites.com
hoopers, a photographer and 117 Herald Court
videographer, 6 book writers and 14 Centre unit 113
artists.” Punta Gorda, FI 33950

North Port Art Center

“Inspired by Great Art"

Theme of Next Gallery Show
Who of all the great artists or photographers most inspires you? Is it Van Gogh, Monet, Cassatt,
Rembrandt, Picasso or Adams? Is it the impressionists, the realists, or the post-moderns?

Whatever you are most drawn to in the world of great art, you are challenged to paint, sculpt, or
capture on film the subject of your choice in a style that mimics (but not copies) one of the greats.

== The work must be your original art, and not a copy of a painting (so, no Mona Lisas, please).

~ " Receiving for this show will be Saturday, March 28, from 10 a.m.to 1 p.m. The usual gallery rules
apply. Please be on time!

g A reception to announce the winners will be held Saturday, April 4, beginning at 4 p.m. The event is
free and open to the public.

5950 Sam Shapos Way, North Port, FL 34287 Phone:(941) 423-6460

Fromthe Keynoter inthe Florida Keys: VAC
Artist in residence opportunit <A
PP y Plein Air
Dry Tortugas National Park and the National Park Arts Foundation are . .
looking for a resident artist to create works at the park 70 miles off Painters will
Key West. The program allows visitors to see the park through the eyes L
of artists who live there for a month. Whoever is chosen by the be painting
National Park Arts Foundation will get lodging on Loggerhead Key. . .
o ) in Arcadia
Applications must received by June 30 for calendar year 2015. Selected
artists will be notified in July, and the first residency will begin on
in September. Artists can work in almost anything 0 canvas, video,
audio, prose, marble, clay or some other form of expression. Monday,
To apply, visit www.nationalparksartsfoundation.org March 23,
The 100 - square mile Dry Tortugas National Park is mostly open water
with 9am.to
seven small islands. I1tés accessible only #{hnoonfwatch
home to Fort Jefferson, the largest all masonry fort in the United
0 ¥ for them!

States that was built between 1846 and 1875.

€ a


http://www.dedo-cristina.artistwebsites.com
http://www.dedo-cristina.artistwebsites.com
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/e7ada635ea3116554b4a6029c/files/NPAC_2015_Art_Guidelines.pdf
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Calendar of events

March

9 -Mon Artist Group 9a-12p Arcadia Village-Cantina
11-Wed Art for Children 3-4p DeSoto County Library
13- Fri Photo Group 3:30-5p DeSoto County Library
16 - Mon Artist Group 9a-12p Arcadia Village-Cantina
18 -Wed Art for Children 3-4p DeSoto County Library
18-Wed Writers Group 3-5p Arcadia Village-Cantina
19 -Thur Art Walk-Punta Gorda 5-8p Downtown Punta Gorda
21 -Sat Pioneer Day 9a-3p Veteran's Park-Hwy 70 W
23 - Mon Artist Group 9a-12p Arcadia Village-Cantina
25-Wed Art for Children 3-4p DeSoto County Library
26-Thur MOFAC Field Trip 9:30a meet at Arcadian office
30 - Mon Artist Group 9a-12p Arcadia Village-Cantina
April

1-Wed Art for Children 3-4p DeSoto County Library
1-Wed Writers Group 3-5p Arcadia Village-Cantina
2-Thur DAHC Board Meeting 5:30-7p Arcadian-108 S Polk Ave
6 - Mon Artist Group 9a-12p Arcadia Village Cantina
8- Wed Art for Children 3-4p DeSoto County Library
10 - Fri Photo Group 3:30-5p DeSoto County Library
13- Mon Artist Group 9a-12p Arcadia Village Cantina
15-Wed Art for Children 3-4p DeSoto County Library
15-Wed Writers Group 3-5p Arcadia Village-Cantina
15 - Wed Member Meeting 5:30p Magnolia Seafood

22 - Wed Art for Children 3-4p DeSoto County Library
27 - Mon Artist Group 9a-12p Arcadia Village Cantina
29 - Wed Art for Children 3-4p DeSoto County Library
29 -Wed Newsletter send date

DAHC Field Tripto MOFAC

Museum of Florida Art and Culture

On Thursday, March 26 we will
take a field trip to Avon Park. Meet
at the Arcadian office at 9:30 a.m.
We will carpool to Avon Park and
have an early lunch at the
Jacaranda Hotel—(Buffet, $8.59 +
beverage, sandwiches, soup &
salad bar also available.)

On exhibit at MOFAC—

“At Home"—the history of Florida’s
Seminole reservations is explored
in this banner exhibit.

“Contemporary Native America
Art: Elgin Jumper and Jessica
Osceola.”

At 1 p.m. we will attend the free
program “Elgin Jumper’s Theatre
Studio Experience”™—a mixed
media program of art, poetry and
live music.

Please let us know if you will
attend, if you can drive and how
many passengers you can take, or
if you need a ride.

Call 863-703-0373 or emaill
desotoartscouncilinfo@gmail.com.

African Art Collection Exhibition Displayed at SFSC

Collected primarily in Somalia just after the end of World War Il, the SFSC African Art Collection captures a snapshot
in objects of the culture, place, and time. Intricately beaded dolls, exquisite wood carving, and camel bells showcase
the art and artistry of Africa. The exhibition will be on display Feb. 18 through March 26 in the SFSC Library,

Membership report

Welcome new members: Linda Callan, Rita
Hamrrick, Julee Rights, Carla & Philip Sherwin.
Thank you renewing members Jeni Novak
and George & Faith Pratt, and Copper
Sponsor Al & Karen Smoczynski and Silver
Sponsor Arcadia Rodeo.

Join today!

Membership in DAHC is $35 per year for
individuals, families or non-profit
organizations. Sponsorship starts at $50
per year. You may join on-line, or mail
check with all your contact info to: DAHC
P O Box 2451 Arcadia, FL 34265

On the web: http://
www.desotoartscouncil.org/join.htmi
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